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SEVENTH ANNUAL
o BANQUET

Don Clowes

e o SATURDAY,
OCTOBER 24, 2009

Pleasejoin usfor our Seventh Annual Banquet celebrating our Sth
fennifer Barborak Anniversary. The banquet will beheld Saturday, October 24th at

Rick Barborak

Hugh Clark the Shenango Valley Civic Center. Includedinthefestivitieswill

Joyce Cuff . . . . . .
John Eaton beaChineseAuction, aSilent Auction, presentationsto our Busi-

Anna Mary Hoovler

Gwendolyn Maxiield ness Friend of the River and our Friend of the River recipientsas
e ey well as door prizes and the drawing for the 50/50 Raffle.

Ticketsare $25 per adult and $15 per child under 12 years of age.

You will find enclosed in thisissue of the newdletter the form to
which you may list your need for admission tickets, 50/50 tickets
aswell asaselectionif youwould liketo contribute monetarily to
the Chinese A uction or to the general fund.

Please R.S.V.P. by October 14th so that we may have an accurate
count for themeal.

DON'T MISS OUT
Watchers, Inc.
PO. Box 986
Sharon, PA 16146

ON ALL THE FUN!IHI

wwshenangoriverwatchers.org
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CLEAN UPS CONTINUE
ALONG THE SHENANGO RIVER

Earth Day Clean Up(s) 2009

Our Earth Day clean upson April 25 once again stretched us
into two different towns.

A good group of SRW members and volunteers in Sharon
conducted a cleanup that was largely alitter pick up opera
tionin and around the riverbanks of the downtown including
the Bi-centennial Park and the Sharon canoe launch area.
The area received a much needed spring shine up.

Were-visited anillegal dump sitein Jamestown that was also
part of our 2008 Earth Day efforts. This dump was old,
large, and sprawling in an area adjacent to the Shenango
River and the proposed biketrail of the Mercer County Trails
Association. Again the garbage was tons, the metals for
recycling weretons, and thetireswere hundreds. With great
support from our members, volunteers, and a huge response
by the Jamestown community thisis an effort for which we
can al be proud. We succeeded at significantly diminishing
the impact of decades of dumping abuse. It took two years,
but this area has truly been transformed for the better.

May Tire Clean Up

On May 23 we conducted a tire collection from downtown
Sharon. We collected over 1200 tires for recycling. It was
good tire collecting weather: dry and mild. Our group of vol-
unteers gave us avaluable part of their Memorial day week-
end and helped us get the trailer full to take a bunch of tires
out of circulation.

Neshannock Chapter of Trout Unlimited Clean Up
Sharon Canoe Launch Clean Up

June 21 we directed our efforts eastward to the Neshannock
Creek in Volant, PA to assist the Neshannock chapter of
Trout Unlimited intheir clean up that coincided with the 50th
anniversary of TU. The town of Volant and trout angling
community can be proud of the great condition of the stretch
of water. In the morning, we cleaned up the little trash we
observed along the stream and had lunch provided to us by
TU. It's dways satisfying to remove litter from where it
shouldn’t be. It'salso niceto not seeit there from the begin-
ning.

August 22 Canoe Clean Up

Due to time constraints and vacation schedules we couldn’t
get especially creative with our August clean-up. Wevisited
familiar territory by canoeing between Sharpsville and Sharon.
We had asmall fleet of canoes, low water, and good weather
onemoretime. We have agreat sense of pridein thisstretch
of water. Itisabeautiful stretch and the impact of our ef-
forts over the years is readily apparent. |f you have not
travel ed this stretch of water, you should put it on your list of
thingsto do. And better yet join usthe next time SRW makes
thetrip.

Our clean ups this summer accomplished much over agood
part of the Shenango River. Thiswasmade possible by good
weather for al four eventsand great participation from many
wonderful and inspired volunteers.

Many thanksto all who helped out, the watershed is a better
place because of you.

You Can’'t Get There From Here

WEell, in regard to our Sharon Canoe Launch that’s not quite
true, but its been tougher. This started in June of last year
(2008). After aday of hard work to shine up thelaunch area,
the very next week the barricades went up to block access
for the re-decking of the Budd Street bridge. This effec-
tively shut down the launch areafor alarge part of the sum-
mer. Accesswasrenewed inthefall of 2008. Now in 2009,
the Route 62 bridgeswest of Budd Street are torn down until
next year asthey are being replaced. You can get there, but
there is one less path. After the bridges to the west are
returned, the bridge east of Budd Street (adjacent to thelaunch)
will be replaced. Thiswork will carry into 2011. Whether
the construction affects the launch operation remains to be
seen. So for now, you can get there, but construction has
been, and will be part of the landscape for along time.

One other note, if you’'ve paid avisit and noticed that one of
the sheltersis missing apicnic table, thereisareason. Last
fall someone felt that they needed it more than we did. We
have every intention of seeing to its replacement, but we're
waiting for the nearby construction activitiesto settle down.
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2009 In Review

April Earth Day
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JENNIFER BARBORAKy

Congratulations to SRW
Founder Jennifer Barborak,
2009 Buhl Day Honoree
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Tire Recycling Day

The Thoughts That Mean Alot.....

Recently, SRW received adonation that we thought wasvery  meeting to decide what organization should get our next donation.
touching. With permission, we are printing the letter that came e carefully discuss our priorities, and check larger organizations

along. for financia responsibility through charity ratings. We vote, with

_ all family membershaving asay, and thewinner getsthecash. Since

Towhomiit may concern: we began in 2003, we' ve donated over $500 to many different orga-
nizations.

Enclosed please find a small donation to your organization. You

may be interested to know that his money is from our “family  vou might have guessed by now that your group won the vote this
foundation.” Oursisn’t abig, wealthy foundation, but rather the timearound. Congratulations!

small effortsof onefamily.

Best regards,
Theway it worksisthat wekeep ajar inthekitchen, andfill it with TheHecking Family

spare change now and then. All of us participate, including the Patrick, Rebecca, Steven, Matthew and Julia
kids. Then, when we get alittle money, we sit down and have a

Membership Form
Yes, | would like to support Shenango River Watchers!
| have enclosed my donation of:

| want to help with:

$10 Individual Membership [] Clean Up Days
$20 Individual Membership ($10) w/T-shirt ($10) L] V\/atershed Res_earch Committee
(Please choose size) []  Financia Planning
_ L _ [] Fundraising
$25.00 Business/Organization Membership [] Newsetter
$35.00 Business/Organi zation Membership($25) [] Water Testing
w/T-shirt ($10) (Please choose size) [] Food Preparation for Clean Up Days
Other
Name Yes, send me at-shirt. 1’ve enclosed a
donation ($10 for each shirt) and have picked my
Address sizebelow!
Phone Sizesdlection:
__Small _Medium _ Large _ Extralarge
Email

Fill out this form and send along with your donation to Shenango River Watchers, Inc., PO. Box 986, Sharon, PA 16146
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Annual
Banquet:
October 24th

Grants Update

Snenango River Watchers and the City of Sharon Beautifica-
tion Commission put the fini shing touches on the park areaaround
the Steelworkers statue along the Shenango River in downtown
Sharon. The project is finished and the Department of Conserva-
tion and Natural Resources (DCNR) performed their site visit in
September. The Sharon City Elementary Schools performed
fundraisers and donated funds to match the DCNR grant and the
Sharon Rotary provided volunteers and funding to match the grant.
Thefinished project really addsa*” punch” to the downtown Sharon
area, especialy in the spring when the thousands of tulips are
bloomed around the statue and the trees along theriver are flower-
ing. Thank you to everyone who donated time and money: Case
Avenue Elementary Students, 2008; West Hill Elementary Students,
2008; Sharon Democratic Committee; Greater Sharon Associates;
Sharon Rotary; The Shenango Conservancy; Shenango River
Watchers, Inc.; The City of Sharon Street Department; City of Sharon
Beawttifi cation Commission; Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources; Wallace & Pancher, Inc.

Shenango River Watchers and the City of Sharon beautification
Commission are waiting on the final comments from the Depart-
ment of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR) for the Mas-
ter Site Plan for Riverside Park in Downtown Sharon. It seemsthat
thisproject hastaken forever! Thefinal rough draft was submitted

to DCNR for final comment in September. As soon as we receive
approval from DCNR the plan will be finalized and we can begin
writing grantsto completethe projectsin the plan. A final report will
beincluded in our spring newsletter including afull list of donors.
Please be patient, we realize that this planning project has taken a
very long time, but oncefinished, it will provide uswithagreat plan
to follow that has been approved by the City of Sharon with input
provided by the public.

Changes To
The SRW Board

This summer has seen many changes to the Shenango River
Watchers Board of Directors.

The current board would like to wish Dr. Shane Smith, our
previous President, the best of luck in his future endeavors as he
pursues his career as a professor of Geology. We thank him for his
input and contributions to the organization.

And we would like to welcome our newest board members:
Mark Russell, John Eaton and Anna Mary Hoovler. We look for-
ward to working with each one aswe continue our goal of cleaning,
preserving, and protecting the Shenango Watershed.



